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The Hamilton Naturalists' Club promotes public interest in the study, 
conservation and appreciation of our natural heritage. Meetings are held monthly 
from September to May inclusive and visitors are always welcome. Outdoor field 
events are scheduled for every month and a complete listing for the entire season 
may be obtained from the Membership Director. The Hamilton Naturalists' Club is 
a registered charitable organization and ail donations above the regular 
membership fee are tax deductible. 
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NOTICE OF MONTHLY MEETINGS 


Monday, January 11, 1993; 8:00 p.a. 

Location: Royal Botanical Gardens Centre, Auditorium, 

680 Plains Rd. W., Burlington. 

"Algonquin Park; 100 Years and Counting. " 

W. J. Brown 

On the 100th anniversary of the establishment of Algonquin Park and the beginning 
of the provincial parks system in Ontario, W. J. Brown will tell us about the 
work of the Algonquin forestry Authority in maintaining Ontario's most famous and 
beloved provincial park. 

********* 

Monday, February 8, 1993; 8:00 p.m. 

"Do Fish Havg Co—uni ti es? " 

Dave Evans 

Location: Royal Botanical Gardens Centre, Auditorium, 

680 Plains Rd. W., Burlington. 

Reminder: Please bring your cups to the'meeting-disposable's are not available 

********* 

Monday, January 18, 1993 
BIRD STUDY GROUP 

Locatiou: RBG Nature Centre, Arboretum, Old Guelph Rd., Dundas 

This is an informal but interesting meeting featuring a discussion of recent bird 
sightings, an identification session, and a workshop, film or set of slides about 
some aspect of birds. If you're a beginner bird-watcher, come out to learn more 
about birds. If you're an expert birder, come out to share your knowledge and 
enthusiasm. This month will feature: 

- Paul Rose: Birds of Saudi Arabia. 

Organizer: Bruce Duncan (519) 622-4709 
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NOTICE OF OPCOMING FIELD EVENTS 


Sunday. January 10 
. DOCK COURT 

Eecoae part of the North Aserlcan- 
wide waterfowl census and count ducks 
on Lake Ontario froa Bronte Harbour 
to Fifty Point and the adjacent 
waters. This iaportant work takes 
only half a day and is easy to do. 
These counts help to aonitor bird 
populations and Indicate any 
fluctuations. Call George for your 
area. Please note change of date. 
Coapiler: George Naylor 575-9016 

Sunday. Jan uary 1 7 9;3Q a.B. 

HAWKS AND OWLS 

Join us as we search the countryside 
for hawks, owls and other winter 
birds. Dress waraly and bring a 
thersQS. Meet at Hagersville High 
School, opposite the Hospital, on the 
east side of town. 

Leader: John Miles (519) 587-5223 

Sunday . January 24 _LnlJiLtiu. 

NATIVE HERBAL WKHIKSHOP 
Nineteen ninety-three is the Year of 
Indigenous People and to celebrate 
the HRCA is offering this special 
workshop with Janice Longboat, an 
Iroquois fro« the Six Nations 
Reserve, natural health practitioner 
and lecturer at both the University 
of Toronto and Mohawk College. 
Janice will introduce you to Holistic 
Healing and guide you through 
understanding the properties of 
certain herbs and their role in 
traditional native eediclne. This 
will be a popular workshop and 
enroloent is liaited so pre-register 
early. Cost: $7.00 per person. 

Call 525-2181 ext.^7 to register. 


Sunday. Ja nuary 31 2;Q0 o.N. 

WINTER BIRDING 

This outing will show you how 
exciting a winter outing can be. 
Dress wanaly for this chilly walk. 
Meet at the McCoi-aick Trail entrance 
off Kwy. 99 in Dundas. 

Leader: Beth Storaont 627-7657 

Saturday. February 6 7;00 p.a. 

NIGHT STALKER'S OWL PROWL 
Learn about Screech, Great Homed and 
other owls during this popular 
evening progran for adults and 
children 10 years and older. There 
will be am illustrated talk and a 
field trip. Meet at the Arboretun 
Nature Centre, University of Guelph. 
Call for flyer in January. 

Inquiries: Alan Watson (519) 824- 

4120 ext. 3932 

Saturday. February 20 8-11:00 a.a. 

WINI’ER BIRD BANDING 
Talk with bird bamders as they 
de/sonstrate the banding and releasing 
of winter birds. Adopt a bird and 
support wild bird research. Meet at 
the Mountsberg Interpretive Centre. 
Weather-dependent. Registration: 
(416) 854-2276 
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FRIENDS OF THE RED HILL VALLEY 

You doii't have to convince naturalists'that roads and autonobiles are a 
■ajor threat to the survival of natural areas, especially in the vicinity of 
cities. In the 1960's, the HNC helped prevent the construction of a highway 
through the Dundas valley, and for the last two decades we have been.trying to 
preserve the Red Hill Valley from the sane menace. ’ 

Fortunately, more and more urban planners are recognizing the major 
environmental problems associated with our society's dependence on cars. One of 
the most prominent. Professor E. P. (Terry) Fowler of the department of Urban 
Studies at York University, is speaking in Hamilton in January. 

The author of the widely acclaimed book, "Building Cities That Work", 
Professor Fowler identifies a wide range of practical steps to make urban areas 
healthier and more ecologically sensible. He also makes the connection between 
handing over our cities to automobiles and the destruction of the social 
environment. "Most of the building going on now, which is in our suburbs, is 
creating dead streets with no street life. This is not just bad planning in 
itself, it is ominous because more and more of us think of such streets as 

normal.^ ^ gj^udy he conducted of 19 Toronto neighbourhoods he found that "...the 
less overall small-scale physical diversity, no matter what the socio-economic 
makeup of the neighbourhood, the less neighbours knew each other, and the more 
crime, especially juvenile crime, there was." 

The "Friends of the Red Hill Valley" organization has invited Mr. Fowler 
to address a public meeting at 7s30 p.m. on TMWRSDAY, JANUARY 21st at Hamilton's 
CENTRAL LIBRARY on York Boulevard. Come out and learn more about what can be 
done to make our city a healthier and friendlier place to live. 

* * * * * 

PRESIDENT'S COLUMN 

By John Struger 

the flora, fauna, and hydrological 
characteristics of eighty significant 
natural areas and ten sub-watersheds 
in the Region. Summaries of the 
area's primary stream systems were 
prepared alorig with •' annotated 
checklists for breeding birds, 
butterflies, reptiles and amphibians. 
Species lists were assembled for 
fish, maTnatals, and plants. 

The extensive database is 
described in a two volume publication 
that will be used extensively by a 
number of groups. For example, the 
Regional Municipality of Hamilton- 
Wentworth will review the data to 
designate new Environmentally 


As most of you know, the HNC 
along with a number' of government 
natural resource agencies, is 
completing the first comprehensive 
biophysical natural areas inventory 
for the Region of Hamilton-Wentworth, 
The natural areas inventory project 
was administered by a management team 
of Club volunteers, who assembled 
funding, hired personnel, and handled 
administrative duties, including 
balancing a $220,000 budget. A Club- 
led steering committee comprised of 
representatives from seven government 
agencies provided technical direction 
for the project,. 

The Inventory report describes 



Sensitive Areas in their Regional 
Official Plan. . Other government 
agencies, including . four area 
Conservation Authorities and . the 
Ontario Ministries of Environment and 
Natural Resources, will use the 
publication to assist in managing 
their own properties, and to comment 
on development proposals. 
Environmental consultants will also 
use the information, while local 
citizens, boards of education, and 
members of the Naturalists’ Club will 
find it useful for the protection of 
natural areas in our local 
environment. 

Following last minute 
revisions, the anticipated date for 
delivery to the printer is February 
1, 1993. 1116 Club will be publishing 
300 copies, and there is a special 
pre-publication price of $40.00 for 
members,, if they can pick it up at 
our monthly meetings, or $50.00 if 
mailing is required. To qualify for 
the "early bird special" we must 
receive payment by February 15, 1993. 
After February 15th, the HNC will be 
charging a fee of $60.00, which 
includes postage and handling for the 
two volume report. Please send the 
order form, inserted in the Wood 
duck, along with your cheque (made 
payable to The Hamilton Naturalists’ 
Club) to Wolfgang Luft, the 
Membership Director (5045—83 Pinedale 
Ave., Burlington, ON, L7L 5J6), who 
will be handling all requests. 

Don't miss this special 
opportunity to obtain your own copy 
of a detailed guide to the 
environmentally sensitive natural 
areas of Hamilton-Wentworth. This 
project is definitely a Club first, 
and the result is a HNC publication 
every naturalist should have. 

Finally, on behalf of the Club, 
I would like to welcome Patricia 
Gilbert, our new Vice-President. We 
look forward to. working with Pat on 
the Club executive. 


FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK 

At the start of a new year, I 
would like to thank all of those who 
contributed to the Wood Duck during 
the past 12 months. Thanks to all of 
those who brought holiday goodies to 
the December meeting and a special 
thanks to Bruce Duncan and Alan Ernst 
who so ably stepped in at the last 
minute when our scheduled speaker had 
to cancel due to illness. 

Alan also contributed to the 
Club by donating a framed photograph 
of a sand dune in Namibia. This was 
raffled off at the December meeting 
and the money raised donated to the 
Walkathon and the Conservation funds. 
Jim Stollard won the prize and we are 
enjoying having it hanging in our 
home. Thanks Alan. 

As John mentioned in his 
column, we have; at last, a Vice- 
President * Patricia Gilbert, 375 Book 
Rd. N., Unit 24, Grimsby, ON, L3M 2M8 
(416) 945-1907. , You can look forward 
to finding her interesting viewpoint 
in the pages of the Duck, from time 
to time, starting this month. 

Special thanks to Doug McCallum 
and the rest of the nominating 
committee for their hard work 
scouting out candidates for positions 
on the Board of Directors. 

Please don’t miss the excellent 
article by Brian McHattie on the 
threat to the Niagara Escarpment 
Commission. Your help is needed now 
to save this agency so that it can 
continue to do its important work. 
By writing letters and phoning your 
local politician, you can support 
your Clubs efforts to protect the 
environment. 

Articles are needed on the 
following topics; botony; herp's; 
entomology’, favourite haunts . Anyone 
who has read "Guide to the Natural 
History of the Niagara Region" and 
would like to review it, I'd be happy 
to publish yoiir opinion. 
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NIAGARA ESCARPMENT COMMISSION FACING THREAT 


The Niagara Es.calrpnient 
CpmTDission (NEC) is a provineial 
agency established in 1973 with a 
mandate to maintain the escarpment 
and land in its vicinity as a 
continuous natural environment. The 
Niagara Escarpment Plan, adopted in 
1985, is Canada's first large scale 
environmental land-use plan, 
providing a model for other areas 
such as the Oak Ridges Moraine. The 
NEC is facing one of its biggest 
threats yet, following its efforts to 
strengthen protection policies 
through new proposals unveiled during 
the current review of the Niagara 
Escarpment Plan. An organization 
calling itself The Niagara Escarpment 
Landowner's Association, is waging an 
all-out campaign to disband the 
Commission in favour of land-use 
planning controls being returned to 
the eight counties and regions and 
thirty-seven local municipalities 
along the 725 kilometre-long 
escarpment. 

Who are the people behind this 
organization and what does It mean to 
you as a member of the Hamilton 
Naturalists' Club? 

The mailing address cf the 
group is the office of prominent 
Hamilton lawyer, Herman Turkstra, 
The organization is incorporated 
under a numbered company owned by 
Paletta Construction, a well-known 
Hal ton land developer. Directors 
listed include golf course and ski 
resort owners, real estate company 
executives, businessmen and other 
landowners interested in developing 
their properties. 

The Association cites as its 
aims the preservation of the visible 
escarpment, as well as important 
escarpment natural areas and parks 
and the abolishment of the Niagara 
Escarpment Commission. Wait a minute 


By Brian McHattie 

you say, how can they call for 
preservation of the escarpment while 
advocating the dissolution of the 
provincial body set up to protect it? 

Please note the use of the term 
"visible escarpment". What they mean 
is the protection of only the narrow 
escarpment ridge and slope, leaving 
the escarpment toe and upland area 
free for development. As naturalists, 
we know that the wild life using the 
unique escarpment habitat as breeding 
and migratory territory, need a. 
protected area far wider than just 
the ridge and slope. We know that 
land use in the rural area upstream 
of the escarpment has a cumulative 
impact op the many streams and 
valleys that , flow through the 
escarpment. It is a little-known 
fact that the original boundaries of 
the escarpment planning area were 
reduced by two-thirds from the 
original concept in 1968—due to 
landowner pressure. Now the 
developers want to make it even 
narrower! 

Some of you may have heard of 
other things the Landowners's 
Association has done. In their 
newsletter, they attack the Bruce 
Trail Association (BTA), suggesting 
that escarpment landowners will 
withdraw permission for the Trail to 
traverse their properties unless the 
BTA backs off on their support for 
the NEC, This would devastate the 
Trail, originated as you know by 
long-time HNC member, Ray Lowes. 

The second action relates to 
the escarpment's designation as an 
International Biosphere Reserve by 
the United Nations Environment, 
Science and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO). Believe it or not, the 
developers have written to the 
Canadian UNESCO office asking them to 
temporarily suspend the Biosphere 
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designation until the NEC is stripped 
of its powers and land use control is 
transferred to the municipalities! 
In a Novemberi 1992 speech to the 
House of Commons, Noel Dunigan, 
Halton North M.P. called this action 
a "shameful attack by a group of 
self-interested developers and 
landowners" and "not only a national 
disgrace, but a provincial 
embarrassment". An editorial in the 
Grimsby Independent likened the 
Association's proposals to 
"...something like asking Sylvester 
to baby-sit Tweety Bird". 

Why are they so confident these 
brash actions will succeed? 

Most of you will be familiar 
with the pro-development focus of our 
local councils. Our politicians in 
Hamilton-Wentworth passed a motion in 
May 1992, recommending that NEC 
development control be replaced by 
local zoning and that the Regional 
chairman, Reg Whynot, seek a meeting 
with the province to lobby for these 
changes. Niagara has passed a 
similar resolution and I understand 
that Halton is close to doing so. 
The thought of these politicians 
controlling planning on escarpment 
lands scares the life out of me. 

In another edition of their 
newsletter, the ' Landowner's 
Association states that Ruth Grier, 
Minister of the Environment is being 
swayed by their lobbying, quoting her 
as saying; "People who oppose the 
NEC are becoming well-organized and 
are sending a steady stream of 
letters to Municipal and Provincial 
Politicians ... How can I ignore 
these concerned people when there are 
so few counter-balancing opinions 
crossing my desk?". I take her 
statement as a call to arms for HNC 
members. 

The Landowner's Association 
boasts of having 600 members. 
Although the HNC is fewer in number, 
it seems to.me that if we all wrote a 
letter to Ruth Grier and encouraged 


dur friends to do the same, we might 
counter-act the "steady stream" of 
letters she has been getting from the 
developers. ■ 

Please write to: Ruth Grier, 
Minister of the Envirotwent, 135 St. 
Clair Ave. W. Toronto M4V 1P5. Send 
a copy of your letter to your local 
MPP. You may want to remind Mrs. 
Grier of the inspiring speech she 
gave in support of the NEC at the 
1990 annual general meeting of the 
Coalition on the Niagara Escarpment 
(a pro-escarpment advocacy group). I 
will have a copy of the speech and 
other, related materials at the 
conservation table during the January 
and February meetings. If you have 
time, please write to your M.P.P. 
directly as well, outlining yoiir 
concerns. P,lease write as well to: 
Terrence Cook, Program Director, 
Canadian Commission for UNESCO, . 99 
Metcalfe St. Ottawa, Odt, KIP 5V8. 
You can also help by calling your 
local regional politician and the. 
Regional Chairman, Reg Whynot, to let 
them know there are opinions on the 
NEC besides those provided by The 
Niagara Escarpment Landowner's 
Association. 

If you are interested in doing 
more, see me or Doug Kay at a Club 
meeting and we’ll sit down to devise 
a strategy. 

***** 


NATURALLY HAMILTON! 


By Christine Bishop 

The Education Committee has 
written and published a 12 page 
booklet entitled, "Naturally 
Hamilton! A Guide to the Green 
Spaces of Hamilton-Wentworth", which 
highlights the extraordinary natural 
history, and geography in the region 
of Hamilton-Wentworth. The booklet 
begins with two pages devoted to 
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biological diversity in Harailtoh- 
Wentworth wherein data from the 1991 
Natural Areas Inventory is used to 
highlight the incredible diversity in 
our region. Also included are brief 
definitions of gene, species, and 
ecosystem. In the following 10 
pages, locations of hiking trails, 
wildlife viewing opportunities (i.e. 
where to see birds, butterflies and 
reptiles and amphibians), beautiful 
vistas, and the eight waterfalls in 
the Hamilton area are desicribed and 
highlighted with great photographs by 
our own club members Alan Ernst, 
Barry Cherriere, and Marg Walton. 
There is a centrefold map of the 
region showing the locations of the 
28 natural areas described in the 
text and providing a listing of the 
activities one can enjoy at each one. 
On the back cover of the booklet is a 
list of the names and addresses of 
environmental organizations in the 
region. This is a brief compendium 
which we believe is sorely needed to 
jump-start greater interest and 

awareness in . the environment in' 
Hamilton-Wentworth. 

In September 1992, we printed 
10,000 copies of the booklet thanks 
to the sponsorship of the Ontario 
Heritage Foundation, the Canada Trust 
Friends of the Environment Foundation 
(Dundas, City of Hamilton, and 

Hamilton Mountain Chapters), the 

Environmental Research Trust, and 

several small businesses: Chapman 

Books, Backwater Trails, Horn of 
Plenty natural food store, and 
Canterbury Hills Bed and Breakfast 
Lodging. 

In writing the booklet, the 
intention of the Education Committee 
was to produce a layman's 
introduction to the concept of 
biological diversity and to entice 
people to discover nature in this 
region. We wanted to lure not only 
tourists but the residents of 
Hamilton and surrounding towns into 

these natural places that are often 


left unnoticed and undiscovered by 
most people. We have distributed 
1500 booklets among all local Boards 
of Education and we are encouraging 
them to use the booklet in high 
school science classes. We have also 
given 3000 copies to the Regional 
Tourist Bureau, 500 to the Hamilton 
Region Conservation Authority, 350 to 
the Royal Botanical Gardens, 400 to 
the "On the Edge" artists group, 1500 
to public libraries, 350 to the Bay 
Area Restoration Council, 400 to 
sponsors, and distributed small 
numbers to local politicians and we 
distribute them at club functions. 
This booklet is available, FREE, at 
the conservation , and membership 
tables at the Naturalists' Club 
general meetings. We make a point of 
giving a booklet to each new member 
of the Club. 

So far, we have had a wonderful 
response to the booklet. We have 
received letters of support and 
commendation from the Hamilton Region 
Conservation Authority, local 
aldermen, the Ontario Ministry of 
Natural Resources, the Economic 
Development Branch of the Region, the 
Ontario Heritage Foundation, and the 
Regional Task Force, for Sustainable 
Development. We are applying for 
grants to print 50,000 more copies of 
the booklet so that we can get a 
wider distribution of the booklet in 
high schools and to tourists. We 
hope to know about the funding by May 
1993. In 1993, our committee will be 
promoting the booklet by giving short 
slide shows to public groups such as 
Lions Clubs and scout/guide troops. 
If you know of a group that would be 
interested in a presentation of this 
type or would simply like to receive 
copies of the booklet, please let us 
know. You can contact any one of the 
following people: 

Christine Bishop (4l6) 627-1076 
Karen Pettit (416) 336-4968 
Alan Ernst (416) 333-4398 
Marg Walton (416) 627-7361 
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CONSERVATION ISSUES: Pleasant View, Dundas 

On 12 December, against the majority of public input, Dundas Town Council 
oassed a zoning bylaw to approve development in the Pleasant View area. 

' PlL^an^ View is currently under Parkway Belt West jurisdrction and 
comprises the last remaining rural land in Dundas. The type of development the 
bylaw would permit, i.e. "estate" homes on two acre lots, would significantly 
Irode the rural character and way of life. Most of the current residents of 
Pleasant View have chosen to live there because of its rural character. Th 
results of a survey of the 296 residences in the area were; 57% questionnaires 
returned of these 92% (i.e. 52% of all households) were either opposed to any 
development or wanted a new (different) neighbourhood plan, only 8% (i.e. <5% of 

all households) responded in favour of this bylaw. .. v j j 

Pleasant View lies sandwiched in the midst of an important ecosystem bounded 
by CooterParadise. Borer's Conservation area, the Berry Conservation area, and 
the Niagara Escarpment. The zoning bylaw calls for drastic reduction in are^ 
currently used by wildlife. It is the opinion of biologists that the amount of 
space designated for wildlife corridors in the zoning bylaw is insufficient. A 
number of "wildlife corridors" on the zoning bylaw maps lead to nowhere and in 
ZTnl so contradict the idea of an integrated, functional ecosystem. 
Furthermore accidents involving wildUfe will increase with an increase in 
traffic on the major arterial road through the area, a road which runs throug 
the^p^oposed wildlife corridors. Several future road allowances are shown on the 
zoning bylaw maps to be crisscrossing the wildlife corridors. ; i, a n 

Bv building more homes on septic systems in an area which has had an 
extremLy high failure rate, (85%) of septic systems in the past, the negative 
impact on water quality would be significant. Failure of septic systems resulted 
in'backup of sewage into the houses and/or breakout of sewage onto the ground 
surface These failures led to contamination of drinking water in the area and 
madf i^necessary to pipe in city water for the residents. Erosion from septic 
bpd construction as well as construction of new homes and roads in the area wi. 
r'esult in increased sedimentation of Cootes Paradise (a provincially designated 
Class"l" wetland), which is downstream from the Pleasant View area. 

****** *** 


THAT PUGNACIOUS BIRD 

By Patricia Gilbert 

He did not return. I thought 
he might the following year. I 
wonder where he went, and if he 
survived. We would only know if we 
had been able to band him, but he was 
too clever. 

Autumn brings pleasant memories 
of that tiny Selasphorus rufus type 
visitor to the area around our house 
at Book's Landing in Grinisby, and of 
all the birders who were kind enough 


to come out to see him. It would 
have been disappointing if no one had 
been interested! 

The recollections of 1990 were 
fond, not just because of the bird, 
but because of the impeccable 
behaviour of the many bird watchers, 
Some of whom came from Michigan and 
from New York states. There was no 
trampling of property, no litter, no 
disturbances of any kind from the 
birders, and no noise! I would be 
reading the paper and wonder if 
anyone was looking for the little 
fellow, and there beyond the corner 
of the house would be ten people in 
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absolute silence. 

A certain terror was present in 
my mind because of odd threats from a 
neighbour. You may have wondered why 
I flew out of the house clad in a 
housecoat on occasion. I assure you 
I bolted out only because I was 
afraid of what my neighbour would do 
next. At least I would be there to 
deal with any threats. How my proper 
English husband suffered at this 
impropriety of mine. Not properly 
dressed—oh my! 

The bird stayed until December 
10, 1990, when, after spending a long 
early morning, peering in at me 
through the wirfdow, he flew off. He 
was not seen that evening when I came 
home from work, or ever again. Thank 
you to Rob Dobos, Bob Curry, Gordon 
Belarby and others who showed 
keenness and patience with their 
explanations. 

In 1991 and 1992, there have 
been visitors of a hummingbird type 
here long after the date in September 
when George Meyers says they should 
be gone, and he KNOWS. Maybe it is a 
trend. 

A A A A A 


By Bruce Duncan 

Several of the private 
landowners who live in the Dundas 
Valley have a rare Carolinian species 
growing on their land. It is a .once 
common tree, the American chestnut, 
and its- history is an all too 
typically sad tale of unintentional 
blundering by mankind. Its future, 
however, may correct that mistake. 

My story begins at the annual 
meeting of the Canadian Chestnut 
Council in Simcoe bn November 5. It 
was an interesting meeting even 
though only thirty people were there. 

The Council is working with the 


University of Guelph and the American 
Chestnut Foundation to bring back a 
king among trees, the native or sweet 
■or American chestnut (Castanea 
dentata). I am not referring to the 
commonly planted horse chestnuts 
(Aesculus hippocastanua) that grow 
along older city streets and drop 
their bounty of inedible but 
beautiful "conkers” every fall. No. 
The American chestnut is a native of 
this continent - of course - and a 
tree that is now so rare you need 
directions to find one. 

That was not the case before 
1904. In that year a disease was 
discovered in the chestnuts growing 
in the New York City zoo. It was a 
fungus, Endothia or Cryphonectria 
parcisitica, and it was to prove fatal 
to this magnificent tree. The 
chestnut blight, as it became known, 
had been accidentally brought in on 
lumber from Asia and spread to the 
native chestnut which had no 
resistance to this new disease. 

It spread at the rate of 25 - 
50 miles per year and by 1950 had 
eliminated the chestnut as a forest 
tree. In our area, it hit in 1930 
and killed chestnuts that made up as 
much as 25 or 30% of the forest. The 
tree had always preferred sandy or 
gravelly slopes so was common in some 
areas in Hamilton-Wentworth. The 
Dundas Valley's steep slopes had 
many. 

Farther south, some of the 
ridges of the Appalachians were pure 
chestnut. In the virgin forests, 
mature trees could be as, old as 600 
years and were on occasion ten feet 
in diameter and over 100 feet tall. 
The nuts were delicious and sweet, 
and were collected as they dropped in 
the fall when the spiny husks split 
open. 

At the Council meeting, I 
overheard an older gentleman tell a 
younger that he used to cut a sapling 
in the woods and use it to sweep 
through the chestnut branches to 


THE AMERICAN CHESTNUT: A 
CAROLINIAN SPECIALTY 
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knock the nuts to the ground. 
Besides being an important cash crop, 
the nuts were eaten by squirrels, 
deer mice, chipmunks, wild turkeys, 
bears, deer and passenger pigeons. 

The wood was straight-grained, 
very like oak but lighter and easier 
to work, and it was as durable as 
cedar. There are still stumps in the 
Dundas Valley from 1930 when the dead 
trees were cut to salvage the timber. 
Old fence posts in grape country may 
•very well be chestnut. The bark was 
also the major source of tannin for 
tanning leather. It was a valuable 
tree. 

Now that it's gone and has been 
for sixty years, what can be done? 
If you take a walk in what used to be 
a chestnut woods, look for stumps and 
then search around them for suckers 
sprouting from the still living 
roots. They grow here and there but 
usually die back after a few years to 
be replaced by another. Most people, 
including members of the Candian 
Chestnut Council, think that these 
are poor replacements for such a 
magnificent forest tree. The Council 
has decided to take action. 

The attack on the blight is 
being waged on two fronts. The 
Canadian approach is to search for 
hypovirulent strains of the blight 
fungus, ones that are infected by a 
virus-like organism that makes the 
fungus much less effective in its 
attack on the tree. Where large 
trees still living but infected with 
the blight have been found, they are 
examined carefully to sea if they 
have a hypovirulent strain. If so, a 
collection of the infected fungus is 
made, cultivated and spread to trees 
infected with a more active fungus. 
The hypovirulent strain usually stops 
or slows the blight on other trees. 

The second attack comes from 
the U.S. . side. There, American 
Chestnut Foundation members are 
working to engineer the genetics of 
the chestnut to make a blight 


resistant tree. So far there are 
promising results. Researchers at 
State University of New York’s 
Syracuse College of Forestry and 
Environmental Science have 
successfully tested an enzyme that 
killed spores of the fungus on 
contact. They plan to collect cells 
from live trees, insert the enzyme 
into a gene, and grow trees by tissue 
culture. 

These scientists, Drs. Charles 
Maynard and William Powell, studied 
how the potato, which lives in close 
contact with soil fungi but is rarely 
hurt by them, produced chitinase 
which destroys the chitin in the cell 
walls of the fungi. They considered 
several enzymes similar to chitinase 
and by good luck, discovered that the 
first one they tested killed chestnut 
blight spores on contact and under 
conditions similar to those found in 
a blight canker. 

They are presently working to 
analyze the long strings of proteins 
tha make up this enzyme to identify 
the one that attacks blight. A short 
protein is easier to insert into a 
cell. 

The people at the meeting were 
pleased to hear such good news on 
both fronts. There were even 
predictions that we will have blight 
free chestnut trees growing once more 
in the next twenty years. 

That is wonderful gift to pass 
on to future generations. 

* ★ ★ * ★ 



fSsaole'm ash 
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HAMILTON BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE 1991 SUMMARY 


Hiis is the eighth annual report of the 
Hamilton Bird Records Ccomittee (HBRC). The 
HBRC has reviewed documentatidu} of bird 
sightings within the Haodlton Birding Area 
(HBA -an area within a circle of 40.2 Ian [25 
od.] radius centred on Dundum Castle, 
Hamilton) vduch have been published under the 
'^Joteworthy Bird Records" in the ifood Duck, 
for those records requiring such docimaatation 
according to the Date Guide to the Birds of 
the Hamiltcn Area (2nd ed. 1988). 

A total of 54 doctmentaticns were 
reviewed, all of which were for 1991 
sittings, except for two records. All but 
two of the reports reviewed were found to be 
acceptable. The HBRC members for 1991 were 
Rdbert Curry, Rob Dc*os (secretary -ncn- 
voting), Mark Joinings and Kevin Mclauchlin. 

Following is a list of records which 
have been accepted by the HBRC. Information 
on age, sex and plimage is included if it was 
available, The dates of first and last 
observation and the location of the sitting, 
including County or Region, are listed. Names 


By Rob Dobos 

of contributors who have submitted written 
docunentations or photographs are included and 
are underlined. Cbservers >ho were the 
initial discoverers of birds are also listed 
bat not underlined if they did not submit the 
dooinentation. If a bird was observed by many 
observers after the initial discovery, only 
the initial discoverers and the docunentors 
are listed, followed by "m.obe." All records 
pertain to written documentations unless 
indicated that a photograph has been received. 

A list of records from 1991 published 
in the hiood Duck for ^diidi a documentation has 
not beer, received 1^ the HBRC is also 
included. The HBRC encourages observers of 
these birds to submit reports to the 
Ocnmlttee. A list of reports of provincial 
rarities from 1991 which have been submitted 
to the Ontario Bird Records Ccnnittee (CBRC) 
is also provided. The acceptance of 
doamentatlens of provincial rarities by the 
C®RC is sunrnarized in their annual report 
published in Ontario Birds. 


Oooaty/Regioo: 

BR -Brant 
HL -Haltcn 

HK -Haldiirand-Norfolk 
HW -Handltat-Vfentworth 
NG -Niagara 
WT -Waterloo 
ML -Wellington 


Legend; 

Plunges: 

m -male 

f -female 

ad radult 

imm -ininature 

juv -juvoiile 

win -winter 

Ist win -first winter 

2nd win -second winter 


2nd yr -second year 

2nd sun -second sunner 

terr -territorial 

f -photos received 

Bold -Documaitation required 

for Ontario Bird Records 

Committee 


Observers: David Agio (DA), Peter Burlce (PB), Linda Burr (IB), Dan Canpbell (DC), Barb Oiarltcn 
(BC), Dawn Christilaw (DCr), Jack Christilaw (JCr), Michael Clark (MC), Robert Curry (RC), liz 
Darbyshire (ID), Rc^ Dcbos (RD), Jim Dcwall (JD), Bruce bmcan (BD), Alf Efcp (AE), Veme Evans (VE), 
Deiys Gardiner (DG), Bennett Hennessey (BHn), Alvaro Jaramillo (AJ), Barry Jones (BJ), Mark Kubisz 
(MK), Bill Lemond (BL), Wolfgang Luft (WL), Kevin Mclaughlin (KM), John Miles (JfO, George Naylor 
((SO, Fred Nixon (FN), John Olmsted (J3), Roelyime Price (RP), Paul Rose (PR), William Smith (WS), 
Rick Snider (RSn), Bob Stamp (DS), Bobby Waldhuber (EWa) , Rob Waldbuber (RW), Martin Wemaart (MW) , 
Carol Wilson McCurdy (CWM), Brian Wylie (ffiV), Wilf Yusek (WY). 
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A ccepted Records from 1991; 

^jecies Date Mo./FIub. Oaunty/Locatian Observers 


Red-throated Lacn 

Feb 28;Mar 9 1 

NG/Fifty Point C.A. 

WS;H1 

Red-Ujroated Loon 

Apr 8 

2 

HW/Woodland Cemetery 

RC,J0,WS 

Eared Grebe 

Hay 4 

1 ad 

HW/Valley Inn 

M et al. 

Eared Gr^ 

Oct 5-Nov 3 1 ad 

HW/Tollgate Ponds 

|B^,AE;m.obs. 

Least Bittern 

Aug 31 

1 juv 

HL/ShoH)ing Mall, Gueli* line fide SI 

(released at HL/Valley Irm on &p 7, observed by RD,BC) ' 


Brant 

Oct 4 

35 

HW/Van Wagners Bead) 

^JD 

King Eider 

Dec 7 

1 f 

HW/lake at Fifty Rd ‘ 

m.Bc 

Harlequin Duck 

Feb 9-U 

1 f 

NG/Fifty Point C.A. 

RC,J21;m.c4«. 

Turkey Vulture 

Nov 25 

1 

HL/Hwy 5 at Oakville Creek 

VE 

Red-tailed Hawk (B.j.kriden) Apr 23 

1 

HW/lOth Rd E near Ridge Rd 

m. 

Red-tailed Hawk {B.j.calumd Oct 14 

2 

KL/Near Hornby 

WL.RP 

Merlin 

Jan 3 

1 

HW/Canterbury Hills 

m. 

Merlin 

Feb 2 

1 

HW/5th GcaiCf E of Valens Rd 

BC,RD 

^ferlin 

Nov 24 

1 

HW/Westfield Pioneer Village 

m 

Merlin 

Nov 26 

2 

HW/Woodend, Dundas Valley 

m 

Peregrine Falcon 

Dec 26 

1 Imrt 

HW/Hwy 102 at Spaider Cr 


Virginia Rail 

Dec 8 

1 

NG/Winona Sewage Pdids 


Lesser Goldai-Plover 

Apr 9 

1 win 

NG/Sanithville Sewage Ponds 


Greater Yellowlegs 

Jun 30 

1 

HW/Wiixienrere Basin 

KM 

Willet (C.s.iiKxmatu^ 

Nay 8 

1 ad 

HW/Wlndermere Basin 

K 

Khimbrel 

Jul 13 

1 

HW/Windermere Basin 

m. 

Wmfcrel 

Oct 3-20 

1 juv 

HW/Windennere B.;Tollgate P. 

£B;m.oba. 

Red Knot 

Jul 2-7 

1 ad 

HW/Windermere Basin 

HI et al. 

Western Sandpiper 

25 

2 ad 

RW/Windermere Basin 

EC 

Baird's Sandpiper 

Jul 20 

1 ad 

HW/Windeimere Basin 

KM 

Purple Sandpiper 

Dec 3 

1 

HW/Van Wagners Beach 

JO 

Dunlin 

Jan 1-6 

2 

. KW/Windetmere Basin 

^,KM,JD 

Red FhalcU?ope 

Nov 2 

1 juv 

HW/Van Wagners Beach 

llrDG,BL 

Lesser Black-backed ^1 

Feb 17 

1 ad 

HW/Tollgate PCnds ^ 

PB,Ban,^MK 

Lesser Black-backed Gull 

Jul 26 

1 ad 

HW/LaSalle Marina 

RD 

Lesser Black-backed Gull 

Nov 29 

1 ad 

NG/Fifty Point C.A. 


Lesser Black-backed Gull 

Dec 26 

1 2nd win 

HW/East Eiid Cpotes Paradise 

^RD 

Black-legged KLttiwake 

Aug 9 

1 juv 

HW/Van Wagners Bead) 

RC 

Sabine’s Gull 

Oct 28 

1 juv 

HW/Van Wagners Beach 

gi,JD 

"Traill's" Flycatcher 

Oct 1 

1 

HW/Van Wagners Beach 

KM 

Qiff Swallow 

Oct 26 

1 

HW/Dundas Hydro Pond 

BC,^ 

Tufted Titmouse 

Nov 3 

1 

HW/Dundas Marsh 

K,VE,J0 

Sedge Wren 

Jun 21;Jul 1 1 terr 

WT/W of Branchton 

RC 

Swainson's Thrush 

Nov 3 

1 

HW/Itelewood Cres, Hardltcn 

M 

Loggerhead Shrike 

Aug 22 

1 juv 

HW/Hafidershot Rd, S Hwy 20 

01 

"lawraice's" Warbler 

May 25“Jun 25 1 terr m 

HW/Gravel Pit Rd, IXmdas Valley BC,g^*m.(i)S 

Prothonotary Warbler 

Aug 13 

1 m 

HW/Willows, Dundas Marsh 

RC.KM 

ffcoded Warbler 

Jun 2 

1 terr m 

- HW/Martihs Rd, Dundas Vcdley 

LB,DC 

Fox Sparrow 

Dec 10 

1 

HL/RBG Field House 

PR 

Lapland Longspur 

Sep 24 

1 

NG/'Wincna Sewage Ponds 

BJ,J0 

W^tem Meadcwl^k 

Jun 1-Aug 10 1 terr m 

HW/Hwy 20 & South Tcwnline Rd 

Yellow-headed Blackbird # 

Dec 20,22 1 m 

HW/Frances Ave, Stoney Creek 

FW.CWM 

Brewer's Blackbird 

Apr 13 

1 f 

HW/Coopers Rd 

m 

Pine Siskin 

Jul l4 

1 

HW/92 Hostein Dr, Ancaster 

gC,J0 
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European Goldfindi Feb 13-20 1 tn HL/Kilbride 

(deemed to be an escaped captive bird) 

Accepted Records from Previous Years: 


Turkey vulture J^n 27,1990 1 

Northern Bobwhite I . Nov, 1989 2 

(deemed to be from released stock) 



Northern Gannet Nov 17 1 irrm 

Northern Gannet J)ec 1 . 1 iflin 

American Write Pelican Sep 29-Nov 9 2 ad 

. Great Cormorant Feb S^flpr 29 1 ad 

Great Cormorant Feb 9-^fay 8 1 1st wa 

Great Cormorant Mar 3-May 8 1 2fid win 

American Avooet May 15 1 m 

pcmarlne Jaeger Oct 26 4 juv 

Banarine Jaeger Oct 28 2 juv 

Long-tailed Jaeger Oct 28 1 juv 

Bam Owl Dec 21 1 calling 

Itownscnd's Solitaire Dec 27/91-xJan 2/92 1 


HW/Over Stoney Creek;Handlton Bjl,B*fa;KM 
BR/Near Grand River, Brantford Ui 


HW/Woodland Cemetery . BL,DG,|K 

HW/Lake at Fifty Rd 31 

HW/Mountsberg C.A. HW;Hi;m.obe. 

HW/Windermere Basin;Hydro Is S£;m.Qb8. 
HW/Windermere Basin;Hydro Is Bg;m.obe. 
HW/Windermere Basin;E^dro Is 
HW/Windermere Basin B£ 

HW/Van Wagners Beadi BC,]S£ 

HW/Van Wagners Beach JD,VE,^ jO,BW 

HW/Van Wagners Beach jJO^VE 

HN/1 Ian S Cayuga . sffl 

HW/Reg Rd 552, N of Rocktcn S);RSn,BS;WY 



Eared (Jr^ 

Nntb^ Gannet 
Ncxthem Gamet 
Least Bittern' 

Least Bi ttem 

Black-crowned Night-Beron 

Black-crown^ Night-Hercn 

Black-crowned Night-Heron 

Tundra Swan 

TUndra Swan 

Tundra Swan 

Snow Goose 

Black Scoter 

Osprey 

Osprey 

Rciigh-legged Hawk 

Golden E^le 

Ctolden Eagle 

Merlin 

Merlin 

Merlin 

Peregrine Falcon ‘ 
Peregrine Feilccn 
Wild Tiurkey 
Wild Turkic 


Nov 3 

1 

HL/PetroCanada Pier, Bronte 

Nov 24 

1 im 

N5/Laka at Fifty Rd 

Nov 27 

1 in 

NG/Flfty Point C.A. 

Nay 25 

1 

WL/Mountsberg C.A. 

Jun 26 

1 

HW/Foreman Rd & lOtli Ocjnc 

Mar 29 

8 

HW/Woodland Cemetery 

Dec 26 

Iad,8jjiiin 

HW/Red Hill Cr £ Woodward Ave 

Dec 26 

1 imsi 

HW/Desjardlns Canal 

Jan 1 ' 

3 

IW/Carroll's Point 

Feb 10 

3 . 

HW/Dundas Marsh 

Dec 1-31 

39 

HW/West Elid of Bay 

Sep 28 

1 

HW/Dundas Marsh 

Mar 1 

1 

HW/Lake at Fifty Rd 

Nov 3 

1 

HW/Vala»s C.A. 

Nov 6,8 

1 

BR/Grand River, Brantford 

May 15 

1 

HW/Carlisle Swamp 

May 3 

1 iMi 

HW/bver Tews Falls 

Oct 14 

1 

HW/Ikindas Harsh 

Mar 26 

1 

NG/Bearoer C.A. 

Mar 28 

1 

NG/Beamer C.A. 

Dec 2 

i 

HW/Glasoo St, Hamilton 

Jan 3 

1 imn.banded 

HW/Burlingtoh & Victoria Sts 

Mar 26 

2 

NG/Beamer C.A, 

Apr 13 

2 

HW/Lynden Rd, S of Hwy 8 

Apr 14 

2 

BR/Hwy 53, 2 Jon E Brantford 



Wild Turkey 

Apr 28 

83 

1 f 

HW/Westover Rd, N of 8th Ctonc 

Wild Turkey 

Jul 12 

1 m 

HW/1.6 km WSW Kirkwall 

Wild Turkey . 

Jul 15 

tail feather 

HW/1.1 tan SW Westover 

Wild Turkey 

Nov 3 

2 

HN/Hagersville Quarries 

Marbled Godwit 

Sep 25-26 1 

HW/Dundas Marsh 

Ruddy TVimstxne 

May 7 

2 

HW/Windennere Basin 

Western Sandpiper 

Jul 28 

1 ad 

NG/Snithville Sewage Ponds 

Western Sandpiper 

Oct 12,14 1 juv 

HW/Windennere Basin 

Purple Sandpiper 

Dec 5 

1 juv 

NG/Fifty Point C.A. 

Long-billed Dowitcher 

Aug 4 

1 

NG/Smithville Sewage Ponds 

Red-necked Phalart^e 

Nov 1 

1 

HW/Van W^ers Beach. 

PoBarine iJaeger 

Oct 7 

1 . 

HL^ke at Walkers Line 

Ponrlne Jaeger 

Oct 29 

4 juv 

nw/Van IjSagners Beach 

Raarine Jaeger 

Oct 31 

2 juv 

HL/^enoer SHdIth Park 

Bnardne Jaeger 

!fov 1 

12 juv 

9^/Van ffa^eis Beach 

Parasitic Jaeger 

Nov 21 

2 

HW/Van Wagners Beadt 

Parasitic Jaeger 

Dec 26 

1 

NG/Fifty foint C.A, 

IsBis^iing Gtall 

^ 4 

1 2nd yi* 

BW/Dindas Marsh 

Franklin's Gull - 

Nov 3 

1 ad 

HW/Van Wagners Beadi 

Tliayer's Gull 

Mar 9 

1 ad 

HW/Woodland Caietery 

Tbayer's Gull 

Dec 26 

1 Ist win 

HW/East Ehd cnotes Paradise 

Lesser Black-backed Gull 

Mar 15 

1 ad 

HW/Princ^ Point 

Les^r Black-bac^ Gull 

Aug 4 

1 2nd sim 

HW/LaSalle Marina 

Lesser Black-backed Gull 

Sep 14 

1 ad 

HW/High Level Bridge 

"Nelson's" Gull 

Dec 26 

1 ad 

. HW/East End Cootes Paradise 

Sabine's Gull 

Sep 29 

2 inni 

HL/Lake Off Oakville 

Sabine's Gull 

Oct 31 

1 juv 

HL/Spencer ShtLth Park 

B^red 0#1 

Jan 6;20 

1 

HW/Kirkwall Tract 

foin CVl 

Hay 31 

1 caUiig 

BN/Cayuga Area 

Olive-sided Flycatcher 

May 10 

1 

HL/Burloak Woods 

Acadian Flycatcher 

Jun 6 

1 m 

HW/0.8 tan S Kirkwall 

Tufted Utmouse 

Jan 6 

1 

HL/Old Waterdown Rd 

TUfted Titraouse 

Jun 15;28 1 terr 

HL/Sassafras Woods 

Hifted Titnouse 

Jun 17 

1 terr m 

HW/Westdale Ravine 

Tufted Titmouse 

Sep 28 

1 

HL/Walkers Line at Lake 

Tufted Titmouse 

Nov 3 

1 

®/2.7 km W Cayuga 

Tufted Titmouse 

early Nov-cn 1 

HW/Reding Rd, Ancaster 

Tufted Titmouse 

early Dec-ai 1 

NG/Fifty Point C.A. 

Tufted Utmouse 

Jan 14;Dec 21 2 

HN/River Rd S of Cayuga 

Tufted Titmouse 

Dec 26 

1 

HL/Old Waterdown Rd 

Tufted Titmcwse 

Dec 26 

1 

IIW/Red Hill Creek Valley 

Tufted Titmouse 

Dec 26 

1 

HL/LaSalle Park 

"Lawrevce's" Warbler 

May 24-Jun 12 1 terr m 

HW/Dundas Valley 

"Lawrence's" Warbler 

Jun 12 

1 terr m 

HW/2.5 tan SW Westover 

Magnolia Warbler 

Jun 13;26 2;lterr 

HL/Crawford lake C.A. 

Magnolia Warbler 

. jun 26 

1 terr 

HW/1.8 tan WNW Strabane 

Black-throated Blue Warbler Jun 13;26 2;lterr 

HL/Crawford Lake C.A. 

Black-throated Blue Warbler Jul 3 

1 terr 

HUGfaltcn County Itorest 

Blackburnian Warbler 

Jun 13 

2 terr 

HL/Crawford lake C.A. 

BlacMburnian Warbler 

Jun 27 

1 terr 

HI/Halton County Forest 

Preirie Warbler 

May 19-Jiin 2 lf,lm 

HW'/Hyde Tract 

Prairie Warbler 1 

May 29-Jun 12 1 terr m 

HW/6th Cone N of Rockton Tract 

Palm Warbler 

Nov 7-13 

1 

BR/Grand River at Lome Bridge 

Worm-eating Warbler 

May 4 

1 

HL/Rirloak Woods 
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Wom-eating Warbler 
Bcxxled Warbler 
BDoded Warbler 
Booded Warbler 
Dark-eyed Junoo 
Brewer's Blackbird 
Pine SiskiB 
Pine Siskin 


May 6 1 

May 16-Cful 2 1 ten- m 

May 29 1 terr cn 

Jun 12 2 terr 

Jun 13 2 

Dec 21 14 

Jun 19 1 

Sep 6 1 


HW/Westdale Ravine 
HW/Martins Rd, Dundas Valley 
HW/Dundas Valley C-A. 
HW/D»mdas Valley C.A. 
HL/Crawford Lake C.A. 
HN/Taquanyata C.A. 

HW/Dundas 

HW/Hatton Dr, Ancaster 



"HAVE YOD SEEN A BiVLD EAGLE IN WINTER?" 

If you have, or if you do this winter, what was it feeding on, and where? 

The answer to this question will be of great help to our work in 
understanding the routes by which ,toxic chemicals get into the eagle's eggs. 
Surprisingly, very little information is available on wintering Bald Eagles in 
the Great Lakes basin, despite the prominence of this species. 

What we would like to know is: 

Tlie type of food item the Bald Eagle was feeding on (i.e. 
deer/mamoal carcass, duck, gull, fish). 

The area in which the eagle was hunting (i.e. lake, river, woodlot). 

Date and general location. 

Location of any overnight roost-sites (so that regurgitated pellets 
could be collected). 

Please contact Chip Weseloh or Pete Ewins at Canadian Wildlife Service, 
CCIW, Box 5050, Burlington, ON. L7R 4A6. Phone: 416-336-6434 .(or hone phone: 
416-767-7492). 


1 . 

2 . 

3. 

4. 


* * * ■ * * 


F.O.N. REP NEEDED 

Marg McKenzie has served for some time as F.O.N. representative and would 
like to retire from this post. An opening is available to represent the Hamilton 
Naturalists' Club on the Board of the F.O.N. Anyone interested in this important 
job can contact Doug McCallura (416) 383-2494 for details. 
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NOTICE BOARD 


HELP WANTED 

Starting in 1993, the Entomological Society of- Ontario and the Metro 
Toronto ZOO are plannlns to oo-operate in the publication 

amateur entomologist. It is intended that the newsletter will be of interest 
all entomologists—the beginner and the entomologist of long standing. To enable 
this project to get started, and to thrive, the help of other entomologists is 

"'’“"‘'Eniomoloeiats am invited to contribute artlclee on insects in iener.l 
life studies of specific insects, collecting, rearing, habitat. Insect 
ohbtography field trips (especially the where to go-how to go-wliere to ^tay-what 
it costs type of article), original cartoons, where to buy collect:ing and rearing 
ciinnlies book reviews. As can be seen from this list, articles,are required on 
:"r aubinct nn^^^ oay think will be of interest to another 

entomologist. 

please send your contributions to: 

Penny Cullingworth 
Volunteer Guide Office 
' Metro Toronto Zoo 

P.O. Box 280 
West Hill, ON 
MIE iR5 


A ^ ^ 


CONSERVATION IMAGES PHOTOGRAPHY CONTEST 

It's time once again for "Conservation Images", an annual photography 
’ontest sponsored by the Hamilton Region Conservation Authority. 

Thiryear's contest will include three slide categories: Activities, 

^lature Up Close, and Landscapes. There will also be one black and white category 

antitled.^^Reflectii^s include: Best of Show, and first, second, and third 

Dlace categories. All entries v/ill be judged on the basis of photographic merit 
and captivation of theme. Winners will receive a 1993 annual vehicle pass, cash 

prize jjg taken between January 1992 and March 1993. in one of the 

Conservation Authority's 24 conservation areas, including Confederation Park and 
5estnl!d Heritage Centre, Entries must . be received by the Hamilton Regions 
Conservation Authority no later than March 31. 1993. 

This contest is open only to amateur photographers* 

For more information and entry forms, call the Hamilton Region Conservation 
Authority at 525-2181 
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THE WOOD DUCK 

THE WOOD DUCK is the official publication of the Hamilton Naturalists' Club 
and is produced by volunteer mesiibers of the Club, THE WOOD DUCK is published 
nine times yearly from September to May inclusive and it is mailed free to 
members. . 

Contributions for publication are most welcome and should be addressed to the 
Editor: Jean Stollard. 457-7 WoodviewRd,. Burlington. Ont, L7N 2Z9. . 
Contributions word processed on computer disk in IBM format are appreciated if 
possible. Deadline for receipt of material is the first of the month 
preceding publication date. Articles may be reprinted without permission but 
credit lines must be included. Articles in the, WOOD DUCK reflect the views of 
the authors and are not necessarily the views endorsed by the Hamilton 
Naturalists' Club. Send noteworthy bird records to: 

Mark Jennings. 3066 Northview Crescent. BurlinKton. Ontario L7M IBl 

This publication is printed on recycled paper. 


